Tackling  The Three Critical Writing tasks

· Institutional Review and recommendations for forward planning

Critically assess the state of citizenship education in your school using the DCSF ‘Self-evaluation Tool’. You should use the online version and include a printout in the portfolio.  Arising from the audit, demonstrate to an audience in school, (either head of department, faculty or Senior Leadership Team) an understanding of how citizenship education is developing set against the background of the good practice outlined in the advanced column of the audit. Develop an action plan as to where, in your judgement, citizenship education should improve in the short, medium and possibly longer term. If you have prepared any formal documents or PowerPoints for this purpose, include these in the appendices. In your discussion, you consider some or all of the following:

· How do you account for the current ‘state’ of citizenship education?

· What are the current strengths on which you propose to build?

· Where are the immediate and most urgent weaknesses and what do you hope should be done about them?

· What is your vision for citizenship as a subject and as part of the life of the school and the community?

· How were your analysis and recommendations received?  Did you achieve success in whole or in part? Why do you think you were (un)successful and what are the implications of this for your next steps?

Please ensure that this task is evidenced by a statement from the colleague(s) to whom you made the presentation. Comments from them on the usefulness of the presentation to the school’s strategic planning would be welcomed.  
One of the standards required by the DCSF asks colleagues to demonstrate their knowledge of the school’s policy for citizenship and its links with other school policies and the nature of the school ethos (standards 1a and 1b). It makes complete sense if you attach your school citizenship policy to this discussion of citizenship in the school. If, as yet, there is no officially accepted school policy for citizenship in written form, you could draw on the specimen policy attached to this document (appendix 3) to demonstrate what you would like the school to adopt (obviously the final say on this lies with the governing body). You should clearly state whether the document is live and in use or whether it is still a proposal.


Referencing the Literature 

In the course of your presentation, it is likely you will be referencing some key texts which in effect set the standards expected of CE in schools. These could include:

· Crick report e.g. on the key purposes of citizenship education or students’ entitlement to it

· Ofsted reports e.g. on the weakness of the form-tutor model of delivery or the weakness of reliance on ‘drop-down’ days to deliver the core curriculum
· QCDA curriculum literature e.g. on what should be included in every school’s citizenship curriculum, or one of the key aims of education being to equip young people to be ‘responsible citizens’
· Other texts such as Making Sense of Citizenship, or the course literature on citizenship as a cross-curricular subject (unit 3).  
· Scheme of Work
You must develop or adapt a scheme of work which you plan to deliver in your school at either KS3 or KS4. It should be between three and six lessons
 long and should contain evidence that you know how to plan for:

· Content that is ‘real and relevant’ to the needs of your selected age and ability of students

· Appropriate development of citizenship skills through key processes which arise naturally from the topic you have chosen

· Variation of pace and activity within the module

· Appropriate use of ICT, by yourself and students as appropriate

· Appropriate use of assessment for learning and assessment of learning at the end of the module

· The form of differentiation you intend to use

· Appropriate community involvement through links with or use of resources from (human or otherwise) an NGO/charity, official body (such as the police) or other locally-based organisation, such as a residents’ association

· You should include in the module a range of issues that could be described as controversial (most citizenship issues are) but ensure that you include at least one major discussion activity, to demonstrate your knowledge of establishing the classroom as a ‘safe’ environment for discussion of controversial issues and that you understand the legal duties to be non-partisan. 

The completed task will consist of an outline scheme of work which should be summarised using the attached template or one of your own (see appendix 1), plus your critical discussion. The outline Scheme of Work can be at the front of the discussion or attached as an appendix.  Given that there is a lot to discuss, you may well wish to make this the longest of the three pieces of critical writing. In your discussion you will probably want to explain:

· Why you selected the content, your key learning objectives and how these relate to the National Curriculum framework and the rest of your school’s curriculum 
· How you achieve progression in the learning from one lesson to another

· The nature of the ‘active learning’ you sought to develop, and why

· The kind of community involvement that arises from this module

· What links you have made with a local or national NGO or other community-based body, in developing the resources for the module

· How the setting of this module’s delivery has shaped its content (e.g. is it a cross-curricular module), and who will deliver it – how does this affect how you designed the module?

· How you built into the module different kinds of assessment activity

· Challenges associated with the addressing of the controversial issues you deal with 

· Key resources you used and any issues relating to the use you have made of them e.g. are they ‘ready-made’ or have you had to adapt them and, if so, why and to what extent

· How you revised the lesson material in the light of the feedback from the observed lesson(s).

As part of this activity, which takes the form of a small piece of action research, we ask you to teach one or two of the lessons from the module, and have them observed by a colleague (you may use a school template, or the one included in appendix 2). As well as feedback from colleagues, please use students’ work or feedback on the lesson and its activities to inform your own considered discussion of what the feedback tells you and how you intend to use these findings in refining the lesson(s). If, for some practical reason, you are unable to trial a lesson from the module you have submitted, you will need to make arrangements with your linked HEI tutor to have alternative lessons observed, which can help you evidence the standards equally well. 

Referencing the Literature 
Make sure that in your discussion of your scheme of work, you make references to some key pieces of literature. For example, this might include:

· A reference to the importance of concept-based teaching as set out in the Crick Report and/or the new version of the citizenship curriculum

· Reasons why active learning is so important to citizenship education (as discussed in the course literature, unit 6, or elsewhere)

· Why it is valuable to employ both assessment of and for learning in citizenship,as recommended in official documents or National Strategies, see unit 5

· Why community links are important and how this can be achieved for all students (as discussed by Ofsted or the ACT campaigning booklet, unit 6). 
· Discussion of the Importance of Citizenship education and how this is reflected in your approach to the subject
This task is a straight discussion, between 1500 and 2000 words long, of the importance of citizenship education, not only in your own eyes, but in the context of the national debates about its value and purposes. You might wish to discuss why it should be regarded as an entitlement for all students and why it is important in a democratic society such as ours. You might want to discuss the particular kind of citizenship education recommended by Crick and enacted in the legislation – what model of citizenship is this and why is it preferable to other possible forms of citizenship education found elsewhere in the world? In this context, you might wish to consider some of the pitfalls of introducing citizenship education in schools and how strong the arguments are that schools should not engage in this controversial form of education.

What kind of citizenship education do you personally consider the most valuable and why? What are its strengths and what personal and societal benefits flow from this approach? How does this relate to your own particular value base? What motivates you to teach citizenship? Critically evaluate what this might mean in terms of managing your own values in an environment which prevents you from engaging in indoctrinatory practices. Can you be neutral on all value-based issues or are there some which are baseline values on which you stand firm?  Are there any controversial issues you would not teach and can you justify this professionally? Are there likely to be difficulties with your approaches e.g. from other colleagues in the school or from parents who feel that your curriculum threatens the values they hold dear and which they would like their own children to embrace?

Referencing the literature

Your discussion might draw on official documents setting out the importance of citizenship, course literature discussing different models of citizenship education, literature drawn from those who espouse certain forms of citizenship education such as ‘global citizenship’. You might wish to refer to the history of citizenship education in our country (as discussed in Unit 1) and draw some inferences from that about how it is regarded in wider society.  As discussed above, you should aim to back up your discussion with something in the order of four or five references to the literature.

� Note that the DCSF Standards document states that four lessons are a minimum requirement for the Scheme of Work. Three lessons will be accepted provided you have been able to include all the required elements in a satisfactory way. It is unlikely that three lessons will give enough time to include all the necessary elements, if you are planning for lessons of less than 50 minutes or an hour





