Timetabling Citizenship

Citizenship is a subject in its own right, and like all other subjects it needs specialist teachers and discrete curriculum time. However, competition for space on the timetable, a lack of specialist Citizenship teachers and an absence of support from some senior leadership teams, may mean that an hour a week of Citizenship for all students, taught by specialist teachers, is difficult to achieve. 

Of these, having a team of specialist Citizenship teachers is the priority. No science department would ever argue they could get by with teachers co-opted from other subjects, so neither should we as Citizenship teachers. Having discrete time is also important, but if that means Citizenship is taught by a group of reluctant non-specialists it may be better to think more creatively about timetabling. If it’s a choice of curriculum time versus specialist teachers, the priority should always be specialist teachers. Once you have good quality teaching and learning in place, it’s much easier to make the case for more curriculum time. Quality first, then quantity. 

To say that Citizenship needs discrete curriculum time does not contradict the new curriculum’s push for more integration. It simply recognises that integration is most effective when it is built on a solid base of subject-specific learning. Discrete curriculum time is the roots; integration is the branches (and the fruits!). Furthermore, drop-down days and cross-curricula projects should not be offered instead of discrete Citizenship lessons, but in addition to them.

Of course, our decisions about how we revise the new curriculum are meant to be based on what will have the most benefit for learners, but we may need to be pragmatic about how we make progress. Below are two sample models of timetabling which enable us to achieve discrete curriculum time for Citizenship, taught by a small specialist team of teachers. They are not necessarily the ideal models, and should not be considered an end in themselves, but they may be a first step in the right direction.

Carousel Model:

Citizenship and two other subjects share the same space in the timetable. Students have one term of each subject. The teachers’ timetable remains fixed, but the students they teach in it change every term. The table below assumes a six form entry.

	Subject
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term

	Citizenship
	Class 7A
	Class 7E
	Class 7C

	Citizenship
	Class 7B
	Class 7F
	Class 7D

	Subject Y
	Class 7C
	Class 7A
	Class 7E

	Subject Y
	Class 7D
	Class 7B
	Class 7F

	Subject Z
	Class 7E
	Class 7C
	Class 7A

	Subject Z
	Class 7F
	Class 7D
	Class 7B


Citizenship Mornings:

The most powerful Citizenship learning may occur in longer learning periods. This, for example, might give you the time to take students out of school to investigate the local community. This models offers just this, while at the same time ensuring discrete learning time with specialist teachers. The strength of this model is that no additional curriculum time is needed for Citizenship; it just occasionally replaces existing timetabled lessons. Everyone wins! In the example below, teachers Mr Smith and Miss Ahmed have the whole of Monday and Wednesday morning respectively, blocked off on their timetable to teach Citizenship. The classes they teach will rotate and leave their normal lessons for a whole morning once every three weeks for their Citizenship lessons. This example is based on a six form entry.

	
	
	Week 1
	Week 2
	Week 3
	Week 4
	Week 5
	Week 6

	Monday
	Mr Smith
	7A
	7C
	7E
	7B
	7D
	7F

	Tuesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	Miss Ahmed
	7B
	7D
	7F
	7C
	7E
	7A

	Thursday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


