
Crickʼs definition National Curriculum

Knowledge

Who holds power? 

KS3 the development of the political system of democratic government in the United Kingdom, including the roles of citizens, 
Parliament and the monarch
the operation of Parliament, including voting and elections, and the role of political parties

KS4 parliamentary democracy and the key elements of the constitution of the United Kingdom, including the power of government, 
the role of citizens and Parliament in holding those in power to account, and the different roles of the executive, legislature and 
judiciary and a free press

How do political institutions work? KS3 the roles played by public institutions and voluntary groups in society, and the ways in which citizens work together to improve 
their communities, including opportunities to participate in school-based activities

KS4 local, regional and international governance and the United Kingdomʼs relations with the rest of Europe, the Commonwealth, the 
United Nations and the wider world

How can we  be actively involved around an issue? Responsible action 
KS3 the roles played by public institutions and voluntary groups in society, and the ways in which citizens work together to improve 
their communities, including opportunities to participate in school-based activities

KS4 the different ways in which a citizen can contribute to the improvement of their community, to include the opportunity to 
participate actively in community volunteering, as well as other forms of responsible activity

How can we find the most effective way of resolving an 
issue?

KS3 the nature of rules and laws and the justice system, including the role of the police and the operation of courts and tribunals
KS4 human rights and international law
the legal system in the UK, different sources of law and how the law helps society deal with complex problems

How do we recognise the viewpoints of other people? KS3 the precious liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom

KS4 diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and the need for mutual respect and 
understanding


